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B  UJord  to  m  Cburcbes. 


What  is  the  prime  object  of  the  Church's  min- 
istry? It  seems  to  us  to  be  in  the  line  of  the 
Master's  mission,  namely,  the  evangelization  of 
the  world.  Every  church,  then,  should  have  a 
part  in  this  glorious  work.  The  time  should 
soon  pass  when  we  should  be  required  to  speak 
of  non-contributing  churches.  In  one  of  the 
Western  States  an  offering  to  foreign  missions 
is  a  condition  of  receiving  home  missionary  aid. 

About  3,500  churches  contribute  to  this  work. 
Of  these  about  850  give  $100  or  above.  The 
balance  of  the  churches  make  no  offering.  Most 
of  these  are  small  and  weak  in  numbers  and 
means.  We  understand  them,  and  pray  that 
they  may  grow  strong.  None  are  too  small  to 
pray  for  missions,  and  none  are  too  small  to 
know  about  missions.  To  pray  and  to  know 
will  surely  mean  to  give.  This  gift  will  add  to 
strength,  and  not  take  away  strength.  "  To  give 
is  to  live." 

Nine  months  of  the  year  have  passed,  and  the 
Board  is  more  than  $53,000  behind  the  gifts  of 
last  year.     Will  not  the  churches  rally? 

The  work  is  blessed  on  the  field,  and  the  mis- 
sionaries are  faithful  at  the  same  time  they  are 
depressed,  and  young  men  are  ready  to  go  to 
their  help.  Will  it  not  inspire  the  churches  to 
larger  efforts  ? 

We  ask  a  gift  from  every  church  —  from  yours. 
An  offering  is  solicited  from  every  individual 
Christian  —  from  you. 

Send  your  gifts,  be  it  a  dime,  or  a  dollar,  or  a 
check,  to 

Frank  H.  Wiggin,  Treasurer, 

Congregational  House,  Boston,  Mass. 


A  New  Message  to  the  Lord's  People, 

THE  IMMEDIATE  NEEDS. 

REINFORCEMENTS. 


The  Missions  under  the  care  of  the  Ameri- 
can Board  have  made  great  progress  during 
the  past  five  years.  The  field  has  expanded, 
the  opportunities  have  multiplied,  the  calls 
are  urgent  for  the  sower  and  reaper,  and  the 
"  fields  are  white  unto  the  harvest."  The 
growth  on  mission  fields  the  last  few  years 
has  been  chiefly  from  within.  God  has 
blessed  the  means  and  agencies  already  em- 
ployed. 

In  many  instances  the  blessing  has  been 
extraordinary  and  the  growth  most  substan- 
tial. There  has  been  no  growth  from  without 
in  our  missionary  force.  Every  message  re- 
ceived from  the  several  missions  tells  of  a 
rapid  tendency  on  the  part  of  our  laborers 
towards  exhaustion.  We  ask,  What  will  be- 
come of  our  opened  fields  and  the  harvest, 
if  we  send  no  more  preachers  than  of  late? 
There  is  danger  of  exhaustion,  and  every 
success  increases  the  danger.  The  needs 
are  threefold  :  — 

An  Immediate  Increase  in  Income. 

A  mission  work  that  is  growing  on  the 
right  hand  and  on  the  left,  that  is  enlarging 
the  number  of  converts,  and  able  to  increase 


the  number  of  schools  and  native  laborers 
and  other  varied  labors  and  cares  must  have 
more  means  at  its  command.  The  present 
rate  of  income  is  not  enough  to  provide  for 
the  radiant,  expansive,  and  growing  power 
inherent  in  Christian  missions.  If  God  in 
His  love  moves  faster  than  the  churches, 
shall  the  churches  stop  praying,  will  they 
check  the  progress  of  the  kingdom,  and  make 
their  gifts  out  of  harmony  with  the  Divine 
will? 

If  every  Corporate  Member  of  the  Board 
would  give  or  raise  $500,  a  great  burden 
would  be  lifted. 

If  a  thousand  Honorary  Members  could  give 
or  raise  the  amount  that  made  them  mem- 
bers, $100,  the  burden  would  be  raised. 

If  each  Sunday-school  and  Endeavor  Soci- 
ety would  make  an  offering  of  five  dollars 
each  on  the  average,  it  would  give  significant 
relief. 

The  spirit  of  our  religion  calls  for  an  ad- 
vance, and  shall  we  go  backward? 

An  Immediate  Increase  in  the  Missionary 
Force. 

The  young  people  in  our  schools  and 
colleges  and  churches  are  ready  for  service 
as  soon  as  they  can  be  sent.  They  see  the 
great  and  promising  harvest.  They  have 
heard  the  prayers  for  laborers.  How  urgently 
these  young  people  are  needed  can  be  par- 
tially understood  by  the  following  pages,  which 
tell  of  the  missionaries  now  required  to  fill 
vacancies  in  our  several  missions.  These 
facts  come  to  us  from  the  pens  of  Secretaries 
Barton  and  Smith,  whose  hearts  are  full  of 
desire  for  the  missions  with  which  they  cor- 
respond. 


An  Urgent  Appeal  from  Secretaries  Smith 
and  Barton. 

The  last  four  years  have  been  characterized 
by  many  marked  advances  in  our  mission 
fields.  In  some  of  the  countries  in  which  we 
are  conducting  work,  internal  and  political 
changes  have  given  an  impulse  which  seems 
providential.  A  few  of  these  marked  events 
are  — 

i .  The  massacres  in  Turkey,  which  threw 
upon  our  missionaries  excessive  burdens  in 
the  line  of  relief  work,  gathering  in  and  car- 
ing for  the  orphans,  conducting  the  schools, 
which  have  never  been  so  crowded  and  over- 
crowded with  pupils,  and  reorganizing  the 
churches. 

2.  The  Turkish  war  with  Greece,  which 
affected  our  European-Turkish  mission  and 
had  an  influence  upon  Bulgaria. 

3.  The  war  between  Japan  and  China, 
which  had  a  direct  influence  in  opening  both 
these  countries  and  presenting  their  vast 
territories  to  the  Christian  missionaries  of  the 
world. 

4.  The  famine  and  plague  in  India,  which 
has  threatened  and  burdened  the  missionaries 
beyond  measure,  while  they  have  opened 
numberless  opportunities  for  Christian  work. 

5.  The  war  with  Spain,  which  has  culmi- 
nated in  conditions  that  force  a  forward 
movement  in  both  Spain  and  the  Caroline 
Islands. 

During  these  four  years  the  number  of 
mission  out-stations  in  all  fields  has  increased 
from  1 163  to  1 2 71,  or  an  addition  of  108. 
The  number  of  preaching  places  has  in- 
creased  by    153.     The    number   of    church 


members  in  the  mission  churches  has  risen 
from  43,043  in  1895,  to  47,122  the  last  year 
—  or  a  net  gain  of  4,079.  The  number  of 
pupils  in  the  mission  schools  has  increased 
from  53,615  four  years  ago,  to  56,625  at 
present — or  an  addition  of  3,010.  Besides 
these  unavoidable  enlargements,  the  mission- 
aries in  all  parts  of  Turkey  have  been  com- 
pelled to  gather  into  the  orphanages  which 
they  have  opened  and  are  superintending, 
some  5000  orphans ;  and  in  India,  as  a  re- 
sult of  the  famine  and  plague,  many  orphan- 
ages have  been  opened  and  filled. 

These  statements  are  sufficient  to  show 
clearly  that  during  these  four  years  the  labors 
of  the  missionaries  have  been  largely  increased 
and  their  responsibilities  and  burdens  multi- 
plied. What  has  been  done  to  help  them 
bear  these  multiplied  burdens? 

The  number  of  native  assistants  has  bee7i 
increased  by  only  26 ,  a  member  not  sufficient  to 
rrieet  the  demands  of  the  newly  added  church 
members  alo?ie.  The  number  of  the  Ameri- 
can missionaries  themselves  has  been  cut  down 
from  572  in  1895,  to  SS9  *n  J^98  —  or  a 
reduction  ofjj.  While  the  work  has  greatly 
?nultiplied  we  have  reduced  the  number  of 
those  who  must  bear  the  burden,  and  at  the 
same  time  the  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  their  work  have  been  severely  cut  down. 

RESULTS. 

Missionaries  are  falling  in  the  harness,  and 
we  are  sending  no  one  to  labor  in  their  places. 
Missions  are  calling  for  reinforcements,  be- 
cause they  say  they  cannot  hold  out  much 
longer  unless  vacancies  are  filled. 


The  Marathi  Mission  in  India  writes, 
"  The  English  language  is  not  strong  enough 
to  express  the  necessity  for  an  immediate 
reinforcement  of  at  least  two  new  families." 

The  Mexico  Mission  calls  for  another  mis- 
sionary to  keep  the  Mission  Training  School 
from  closing  its  doors. 

The  Eastern  Turkey  Mission  must  have 
three  new  families  and  three  single  ladies 
soon,  or  we  may  expect  some  who  are  on 
the  ground  will  fall,  crushed  by  a  load  they 
cannot  bear. 

The  European  Turkey  Mission  must  have 
at  least  one  new  man  for  its  Training  Institute. 

The  Japan  Mission  is  calling  loudly  for 
three  single  ladies  and  at  least  two  men  to 
hold  the  ground  and  meet  the  demands  now 
put  upon  the  Christian  teacher  there. 

The  Mission  to  Spain  must  have  a  new 
family  soon,  or  great  opportunities  will  be  lost. 

The  Mission  to  Austria  is  in  the  same 
immediate  need  of  one  family. 

In  the  Western  Turkey  Mission  two  men 
are  needed  at  the  Capital ;  one  for  the  super- 
intendence of  Greek  work,  which  now  is  with- 
out a  missionary,  and  one  to  assist  in  the 
publication  work  that  centers  there.  An 
additional  missionary  is  needed  at  once  at 
Marsovan  to  share  in  its  great  educational 
work,  taking  the  place  left  vacant  some  years 
since  by  the  death  of  Rev.  John  F.  Smith. 
The  lamented  death  of  Mr.  Hubbard  at  Sivas 
has  left  a  vacancy  that  should  at  once  be 
filled.  Four  single  women  are  urgently  needed 
to  assist  in  the  girls'  schools  already  estab- 
lished. 

In  the  Central  Turkey  Mission  two  sin- 
gle women  are  called  for,  one  a  thoroughly 


trained  college  woman  to  fill  the  place  left 
vacant  some  years  since  by  the  death  of  Miss 
Lovell ;  the  other  to  take  the  place  left  va- 
cant by  the  resignation  of  Miss  Swenson  at 
Hadjin. 

In  the  North  'China  Mission  the  most 
urgent  call  is  for  a  man  to  take  the  place  left 
vacant  by  the  recent  withdrawal  of  Mr.  King- 
man from  Tung-cho.  Next  after  this  is  the 
call  from  Pang  Chuang,  repeated  now  for 
years,  for  an  additional  ordained  missionary. 
A  physician  should  be  on  his  way  within  the 
next  few  weeks  to  Kalgan,  a  station  that  is 
five  days'  journey  from  any  competent  physi- 
cian, left  vacant  by  the  resignation  of  Dr. 
Waples  last  year.  A  single  woman  to  assist 
in  the  work  of  the  Bridgman  School  at  Pe- 
king has  been  sought  for  many  years,  and 
Miss  Chapin's  furlough,  due  some  time  since, 
has  been  delayed  because  this  new  teacher 
has  not  come.  A  single  woman  is  needed  for 
educational  work  at  Kalgan,  left  without  super- 
intendence by  the  death  of  Miss  Williams. 
Lin  Ching  has  a  promising  work  for  women 
without  any  one  to  take  charge  of  it,  and  has 
tong  needed  such  a  helper. 

In  the  Foochow  Mission  in  China  two 
ordained  men  are  needed  at  once,  one  to 
share  with  Mr.  Beard  the  burden  which  now 
rests  upon  him  alone  in  the  direction  of  theo- 
logical instruction  of  the  whole  mission,  su- 
perintending a  large  and  fruitful  group  of 
out-stations,  and  conducting  the  work  of  the 
recording  secretary  of  the  mission.  A  second 
man  is  required  immediately  to  relieve  Mr. 
Hartwell,  whose  seventy-three  years  of  life  — 
forty-six  on  the  mission  field  —  entitle  him  to 
be  relieved  from  the  care  of  a  great  station 


and  the  entire  correspondence  of  the  mission. 
Mr.  Peet,  in  charge  of  Foochow  College, 
needs  an  American  teacher  in  the  care  of  the 
two-hundred  pupils  that  come  under  his 
supervision. 

The  Shansi  Mission  calls  for  a  physician 
at  once  to  take  the  place  left  vacant  by  the 
withdrawal  of  Dr.  Hall.  This  mission  is  at 
the  present  time  without  any  physician,  and 
is  distant  three  days'  journey  from  the  next 
accessible  station. 

The  South  China  Mission  calls  for  an  ad- 
ditional missionary  to  share  the  care  of 
this  constantly  expanding  field.  An  assist- 
ant is  needed  for  Miss  Cheney  in  the  girls' 
school  at  Canton. 

The  West  Central  African  Mission  calls 
for  two  single  women  to  relieve  Dr.  Rose 
Bower  in  the  school  work  at  Sakanjimba, 
which  now  prevents  her  from  rendering  the 
medical  service  for  which  she  was  specially 
appointed. 

The  Zulu  Mission  gives  its  deliberate 
judgment  that  three  ordained  missionaries 
are  required  at  once — one  for  the  work  of 
^supervision  of  the  field,  one  for  strictly  edu- 
cational work  in  the  Theological  Seminary  at 
Adams,  and  the  third  for  the  medical  work, 
which  is  without  a  superintendent  since  the 
withdrawal  of  Dr.  Bridgman.  At  least  three 
single  women  are  also  needed. 

The  East  African  Mission  needs  two  ad- 
ditional men  at  the  earliest  date  —  one  an 
ordained  missionary  to  take  the  place  left 
vacant  by  the  withdrawal  of  Mr.  Bunker  and 
one  a  physician,  so  that  in  the  furlough  of  the 
missionary  physician  the  families  shall  not  be 
left,  as  they  now  are,  absolutely  without  re- 


source  in  time  of  need.  A  single  woman  is 
also  called  for  to  share  the  educational  work 
with  Miss  Gilson. 

In  Micronesia  an  ordained  man  is  called 
for  immediately  to  reopen  the  work  at  Ponape, 
now  made  possible  by  the  transfer  of  sover- 
eignty of  the  Caroline  Islands  from  Spain  to 
Germany.  Should  missionary  work  be  opened 
at  Guam  and  Yap,  additional  men  will  be  re- 
quired for  these  posts. 

Two  circumstances  connected  with  all  these 
calls  need  to  be  borne  in  mind.  First,  that 
the  men  and  women  called  for  are  to  fill 
vacancies  and  relieve  missionaries  now  stag- 
gering under  double  burdens  of  work  and 
care,  and  second,  that  the  work  in  all  these 
fields  is  going  forward  by  leaps  a?id  bounds. 
Nothing  could  be  more  inspiring  than  to  have 
a  share  in  a  work  so  full  of  fruitful  promise. 

In  a  word,  there  is  not  a  mission  of  our 
Board  that  has  a  sufficient  force  of  American 
missionaries  to  conduct,  without  immediate 
peril  to  themselves,  the  work  as  we  demand 
it  to  be  conducted. 

An  Immediate  Revival  of  Missionary 
Interest. 

The  relation  between  the  prosperity  of 
missionary  work  and  the  state  of  the  churches 
at  home  is  intimate  and  vital.  In  order  to 
sustain  the  great  work  of  Missions,  we  must 
have  a  spirit  that  sympathizes  with  the  Lord 
Jesus  in  his  love  for  this  world.  It  was 
from  this  spirit  that  the  work  had  its  rise,  and 
in  this  spirit  it  must  be  sustained. 

"  Let  every  disciple  of  the  Lord  Jesus  pray 
earnestly  that  he  may  himself  receive  a  bap- 


tisra  from  above,  leading  to  a  new  and  entire 
consecration  of  every  power  to  the  service  of 
Christ." 

"Let  every  disciple  pray  for  every  other 
disciple  associated  with  him  in  this  work,  that 
every  one  —  in  every  sphere  of  labor,  in  every 
condition  of  life,  in  every  post  of  duty  —  may 
have  a  heavenly  baptism  for  the  grand  object 
of  the  world's  evangelization." 

"  Let  each  church  pray  for  every  other 
associated  church,  that  the  spirit  of  truth  and 
grace  may  descend  upon  them  —  a  spirit 
seeking  not  her  own,  but  the  glory  of  Christ 
and  the  building  up  of  his  everlasting  king- 
dom." 

Will  you  not  share  at  once  in  these  financial 
burdens  ? 

Will  you  not  help  reinforce  the  needy 
missions  ? 

Will  you  not  recognize  the  necessity  and 
value  of  prayer? 

This  concentration  of  spirit,  movement,  and 
giving  is  not  yet  attained  in  the  churches. 

MESSAGES  FROM  THE  FIELD. 
The   Call  from  East   Central  Africa. 

W.  L.  Thompson,  M.D.,  Mt.  Silinda. 

*  Why  does  the  E.  C.  A.  Mission  need  a 
physician  at  once?  (i)  Because  the  members 
of  the  Mission  need  his  presence  for  their  safety. 
The  nearest  physician  lives  65  miles  distant 
(and  the  last  I  heard  he  was  himself  having 
fever),  with  a  very  rough,  hard  road  between  and 
no  means  of  summoning  him  except  by  messen- 
ger, whom  it  would  take  three  or,  exceptionally, 
two   days   to   reach  the  physician,  who  in  turn 


would  require  at  least  two  days  to  make  the 
journey,  supposing  that  he  is  not  himself  sick, 
nor  absent,  nor  his  horse  just  dead,  when  the 
messenger  arrives.  So  that  the  missionaries 
there,  where  sudden  and  severe  attacks  of  sick- 
ness are  probably  much  more  liable  than  in  this 
country,  have  about  as  good  a  chance  to  get  this 
one  physician  promptly  (provided  he  is  at  home 
and  well)  as  you  in  Boston  would  have  to  get  a 
physician  from  San  Francisco  in  case  of  sudden 
sickness. 

(2)  The  Mission  needs  another  physician  at 
once,  because  they  need  more  help.  He  should  be 
a  man  (or  woman)  who  is  ready  to  take  up  any 
work  which  needs  to  be  done.  This  applies  to 
all  our  missionaries  in  Africa  as  the  work  is  now 
carried  on. 

I  think  it  is  fair  to  regard  the  Mission  as  in  a 
very  precarious   condition. 


INDIA'S  NEED. 

Action  taken  by  the  American  Marathi  Mission 
at  its  Annual  Meeting,  May  3-10,  1899:  — 

That  Resolution  Seven  of  the  special  meeting 
at  Poona  in  February,  1899,  be  renewed,  viz.  : 

That  we  most  earnestly  represent  the  impera- 
tive need  of  more  missionaries  for  our  mission. 
Bombay  is  now  but  partially  manned,  and  when 
E.  S.  Hume  before  very  long  shall  ask  for 
furlough,  there  simply  must  be  some  qualified 
married  missionary  to  conduct  our  important 
school  there.  The  whole  Satara  district  is  now 
in  charge  of  one  young  lady.  In  the  Sholapur 
district  Mr.  Harding,  who  is  seventy-two  years 
old,  is  asking  to  be  relieved  of  responsibility, 
and  only  one  other  missionary  is  there.  From 
the  Wai  district  Miss  Gordon  is  just  on  leave ; 
Mrs.  Sibley,  who  has  been  in  the  field  nearly  ten 
years  without  furlough,  and  out  of  India  only 
eight  months  in  thirteen  and  a  half  years,  needs 
a  furlough  soon,  and  is  now  the  only  missionary 


in  the  district.  A  medical  missionary  family  is 
greatly  needed  there. 

In  the  most  fruitful  missionary  district  of 
Western  India,  viz.,  the  northern  part  of  the 
Ahmednagar  Collectorate  represented  by  the 
Wadale  and  Rahuri  fields,  the  results  of  the 
labors  of  past  years  are  so  great,  and  in  such 
urgent  need  of  being  harvested,  that  at  least  two 
more  missionary  families  are  necessary. 

In  Mr.  Winsor's  absence  the  only  way  to 
superintend  the  Sirur  field  is  by  slight  attention 
from  a  missionary  who  is  already  overburdened, 
and  who  lives  in  Bombay  or  Ahmednagar.  The 
Ahmednagar  field  has  several  missionaries,  but 
it,  too,  needs  more  workers.  j 

A  man  trained  to  business  and  qualified  to  be 
our  financial  agent  and  treasurer  would  greatly 
strengthen  us  and  relieve  other  missionaries. 


URGENCY  AT  KALGAN. 

Rev.  J.  H.  Roberts. 

I  write  now  to  ask  if  you  have  a  doctor  to  send 
to  Kalgan  this  year.  Think  how  helpless  we 
are  in  cases  of  sickness,  at  a  distance  of  five 
days  from  the  nearest  physician.  Last  May  a 
doctor  came  in  haste  to  help  Miss  Williams,  and 
arrived  two  days  after  the  funeral.  Four  adult 
members  of  our  station  have  died  in  the  last 
nine  years.  The  continued  existence  of  the 
station  almost  depends  on  our  having  a  physi- 
cian. We  want  his  help  in  sicknesses  that  are 
not  fatal.  We  want  the  medical  work  to  go  on, 
to  win  the  hearts  of  these  heathen  people  to  the 
love  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

I  want  the  Auxiliaries  of  the  W.  B.  M.  I.  that 
supported  Mrs.  Williams  and  Miss  Williams  to 
resume  their  beneficent  work  for  Kalgan  thir 
year.  Do  they  know  that  our  station  is  striving 
to  evangelize  two  million  heathen,  and  that  no 
other  society  has  missionaries  working  in  our 
field?     Are  there  two  educated  and  consecrated 
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ladies  in  America?     If  so,   please  do  what  yoa 
can  to  send  them. 


FROM  THE  EASTERN  TURKEY  MIS- 
SION. 

We  do  not  believe  the  gravity  of  the  situa- 
tion in  this  mission  is  understood  at  Boston. 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Raynolds  will  be  crushed  at  Van 
with  the  500  orphans,  the  relief  work,  the  boys1 
high  school  and  girls1  high  school,  besides  the 
care  of  the  entire  station  and  the  medical  work. 
It  is  a  burden  too  great  for  two  men  and  four 
women  to  carry,  and  twro  are  doing  it. 


The  foregoing  are  but  specimens  of  the 
calls  coming  from  our  twenty  mission  fields. 
"Why  are  they  not  met? 

1.  It  is  not  because  the  needs  are  un- 
recognized. 

2.  It  is  not  because  there  are  no  men  and 
■women  to  respond,  Send  us. 

3.  It  is  not  because  there  is  such  poverty 
that  they  cannot  be  sent. 

4.  It  is  because  those  -who  have  the  means 
do  not  give  it  to  send  the  scores  -who  are 
anxious  to  go. 
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A  GIFT  AND  A  PRAYER* 

$50.00. 
"cfl  Cake  of  Barley-cBread/t 

—  Judges  7:  13. 


May  "  a  little  one  become  a  thousand/ '  and  be 
used  by  the  Master  in  carrying  the  u  Bread  of 
Life"  to  multitudes  "who  are  out  of  the  way," 
"hungry,"  and  "ready  to  perish/'  "In  the  heart 
of  man,  a  cry*    In  the  heart  of  God,  supply ♦" 

"O  Lord,  remember  Zion*  May  the  time  to 
favor  her,  the  set  time  soon  come/'  "Peace  be 
within  thy  walls,  and  prosperity  within  thy 
palaces*  For  my  brethren  and  my  companions' 
sakes  I  will  now  say,  peace  be  within  thee*" 
"  Awake,  O  North  wind,  and  come,  thou  South, 
blow  upon  our  garden  that  the  spices  thereof 
may  flow  out/'  Make  it  not  only  as  "a  garden 
enclosed,  a  spring  shut  up,  a  fountain  sealed," 
but  as  "  a  fountain  of  gardens,  a  well  of  living 
waters,  and  streams  from  Lebanon/'  So*  that 
"the  wilderness  and  the  solitary  place  shall  be 
glad  for  them,  and  the  desert  shall  rejoice  and 
blossom  as  the  rose*"    Amen* 


*  This  gift,  and  the  prayer  in  the  language  of  God's 
Word,  came  to  the  Board  recently,  and  might  be 
repeated  in  spirit  by  a  multitude,  for  good.  How 
suggestive  is  the  broad  outlook  of  these  messages 
from  the  Bible,  which  are  so  aptly  quoted ! 
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RETRENCHMENT. 

What  it  Means  in  India. 

This  is  the  title  of  a  stirring  article  in  the 
April  number  of  the  Missionary  Review  of 
the  Wo?-ld,  from  the  pen  of  Rev.  Jacob  Cham- 
berlain, M.D.,  formerly  a  missionary  of  the 
American  Board  and  now  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  America.  He  tries  to  give  a  few 
composite  photographs  from  which  he  may 
draw  for  us  conclusions  so  clear  as  to  touch 
the  hearts  of  all.  We  cannot  tell  the  story, 
but  under  such  captions  as  "  The  Disap- 
pointed Hope,"  "The  Abandoned  Mission 
School,"  "Thrust  Back  into  Heathenism," 
he  illustrates  the  terrible  burdens  which  are 
put  upon  missionaries  by  the  cutting  off  of 
supplies  from  the  home  land,  "in  ignorance, 
let  us  hope,  of  the  havoc  they  sometimes 
necessitate."  He  adds  words  which  we  wish 
all  our  churches  could  hear  and  be  made  to 
believe.  "  Retrenchment  means  the  dismiss- 
ing of  faithful  catechists  in  half-instructed 
little  village  congregations  of  those  too  poor 
and  hungry  themselves  to  feed  the  catechist 
and  his  family.  It  means  the  sending  away 
of  Bible  women  and  zenana  workers  who  are 
gaining  an  entrance,  or  are  eagerly  welcomed 
in  many  houses  where  '  the  Sweetest  Name ' 
is  beginning  to  be  lisped.  It  means  the 
closing  of  scores  of  day  schools  attended  by 
the  worshipers  of  Vishnu  or  followers  of 
Mohammed,  who,  in  those  schools,  are  daily 
reading  and  learning  the  teachings  of  the 
Nazarene.  It  means  the  giving  up  of  preach- 
ing tours  in  '  the  regions  beyond,'  with  glad 
invitations  to  the  Gospel  feast.  It  means  the 
closing  or  cutting  down  of  schools  for  train- 
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ing  young  men  and  young  women  to  be  the 
Timothys  and  the  Loises,  yes,  the  Barnabases 
and  the  Pauls,  of  the  militant  Church  of  Christ 
in  India.  It  means  the  sending  out  word  to 
all  seeking  communities  who  are  too  poor  to 
pay  for  a  teacher,  '  Don't  give  up  your  idols 
and  avow  yourselves  Christians  now,  for  we 
can  send  no  one  to  teach  you  how  to  find 
and  follow  Jesus  !  '  " 

"  O  Christ,  who  seest  Thy  crippled  work, 
Thy  delayed  chariot  in  India,  rouse,  rouse 
Thy  people  to  a  just  appreciation  of  what  they 
themselves  owe  to  Thee ;  of  what  Thou  dost 
expect  of  them.  Summon,  with  insistent 
voice,  those  redeemed  by  Thee  to  become 
Thy  working  partners  in  that  stupendous 
work,  the  salvation  of  a  sin-lost  world." 

This  message  is  one  that  ought  to  starch 
out  the  hearts  of  all  who  read  or  hear.  We 
would  that  a  multitude  could  kno7v  the  message 
thus  addressed  to  God's  people.  Have  you, 
dear  reader,  any  responsibility  in  sending  this 
message  of  need  to  others? 

A     GLIMPSE    AT     THE    REDUCTIONS 

THROUGH  PLAIN  GLASSES  AT 

SHORT  RANGE. 

Rev.  C.  S.  Vaughan,  Manamadura,  India. 

In  the  meeting  of  the  missionaries  recently 
held  in  Madura,  a  committee  which  had  been 
appointed  for  the  purpose,  and  which  had  gone 
very  thoroughly  into  the  subject,  reported  that 
the  cost  of  living  for  the  agent  had  risen 
fifty  per  cent,  since  his  salary  was  fixed  on  the 
present  basis. 

In  the  meetings  of  the  last  two  days  the  follow- 
ing facts  have  come  out :  — 

i .  The  work  is  growing,  an  increase  of  about 
twelve  from  heathenism  being  reported  for  the 
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month,  with  several  others  nearly  ready  to  come 
over.  God  is  therefore  using  these  men  to 
spread  His  truth  —  His  saving  truth. 

2.  The  agents  are  making  sacrifices  which 
would  put  some  of  the  Christians  in  other  lands 
to  shame.  One  young  man,  a  teacher  in  our 
Hindu  boys'  school,  came  to  me  and  said,  "I 
cannot  manage  on  my  present  salary."  Up  to 
within  two  months  his  wife  was  also  a  teacher, 
and  with  their  united  salaries  he  could  manage  to 
get  along  and  help  an  aged  mother,  but  his 
gentle  little  wife  has  since  gone  to  her  eternal 
home,  leaving  a  little  babe  to  follow  her  within 
three  weeks,  for  lack  of  proper  nurture  and  care. 
This  leaves  him  with  a  divided  salary,  which  ex- 
plains his  appeal  to  me.  I  could  do  nothing  for 
him  beyond  permitting  him  to  give  up  his  home 
and  board  in  the  school,  where,  because  of  num- 
bers,his  food  will  be  a  little  cheaper  than  he  can 
get  it  for  himself.     This  is  one  case. 

3.  They  have,  in  consequence  of  reductions, 
every  inducement  to  discouragement  and  the 
strongest  of  temptations  to  worldly-mindedness. 
Before  paying  them  I  asked,  "Which  will  you 
choose,  that  I  dismiss  three  or  four  and  divide 
their  salaries  among  the  rest,  or  that  you  remain 
as  you  are?"  They  replied,  "We  will  remain 
as  we  are."  I  then  took  the  average  salary  of 
the  thirteen  heads  of  families  who  are  among  the 
agents,  and,  including  the  wife's  salary  —  in  cases 
where  she  has  one  —  I  found  the  income  of  each 
family  to  be  exactly  eleven  rupees  ($3.30)  per 
month.  I  then  asked  the  same  persons  to  give 
the  lowest  amount  upon  which  they  could  live 
without  danger  to  their  health.  Taking  this 
average,  I  found  it  to  be  thirteen  and  a  half 
rupees,  or  two  and  a  half  rupees  per  month  ?nore 
than  their  actual  income. 

I  am  not  trying  to  make  these  men  to  appear 
as  angels.  I  know  very  well,  and  I  would  have 
everybody  else  know,  that  they  are  but  men,  and 
men  with  many  failings  ;  but  here  are  the  facts  — 
for  I  am  satisfied  from  the  figures  given  that 
their  estimates  were  not  too  high :  we  are,  and 
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have  for  some  years,  been  paying  them  for  a 
year's  work  just  about  what  it  costs  them  to  live 
nine  months,  and  thus  forcing  upon  them  the 
choice  of  sufficient  food,  with  a  thirty  rupee  debt 
each  year,  or  no  debt  with  never  quite  enough 
food  for  the  day,  so  that  some  member  of  the 
family  must  go  hungry. 

I  wish  to  plead  for  my  agents,  the  men  who 
have  accepted  the  double  work  put  upon  them 
by  the  reductions  without  a  murmur  —  the  men 
who  are  standing  in  the  very  front  of  our  battle 
line,  and  who  have  not  flinched  in  the  face  of 
the  desperate  onset  of  the  enemy  —  I  plead  for 
them,  and  all  I  ask  is  that  they  may  have  all 
the  food  they  want  to  eat  and  decent  clothes  to 
wear. 

Is  my  appeal  an  unreasonable  one?  If  so,  tell 
me  what  I  am  to  do,  for  I  do  not  wish  to  be  un- 
reasonable ;  but  I  cannot  accept  for  myself  the 
responsibility  of  the  effect  of  the  reductions  upon 
our  native  agents. 

THE    POSSIBILITIES    OF    RETRENCH- 
MENT. 

Rev.  Edward  Chester,  M.D.,  Dindigul,  India. 

I  would  understand  this  topic  better  had  it 
been  worded.  "The  impossibilities  of  retrench- 
ment." But  I  will  try  to  work  it  out  just  as  you 
have  given  it. 

For  these  nearly  three  years  of  retrenchment 
in  our  Madura  Mission,  we  have  just  managed 
to  live.  No  new  work  could  be  attempted,  and 
long-established  work  could  not  be  enlarged.  It 
could  not  be  called  vigorous  life,  but  it  stopped 
short  of  actual  death.  Our  nearly  three  years 
of  severe  retrenchment  have  increased  the  fear 
and  decreased  the  courage  of  almost  all  of  us. 
We  have  been  afraid  to  undertake  new  work  or 
enter  on  new  measures,  lest  our  funds  should 
fail  us,  and  we  would  have  to  withdraw  from  our 
undertaking. 

We  have  pressed  upon  our  native  pastors  and 
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catechists  and  the  members  of  our  congrega- 
tions the  matter  of  self-support ;  but  we  have 
been  having,  for  over  two  years,  rice  and  all  the 
grains  at  famine  prices,  so  that  many  of  our 
native  Christians  have  been  suffering  almost  as 
in  famine  times.  And  this  is  a  state  of  things 
which  may  meet  us  at  any  time,  in  any  part  of 
India.  The  great  majority  of  our  native  Chris- 
tians are  day  laborers,  and  are  poor.  They  can 
neither  dress  nor  live  extravagantly,  though  they 
wished  to  do  so.  Many  of  them  cannot  send 
their  children  to  school  because  they  need  their 
services  to  look  after  cattle  or  sheep,  to  help, 
thus,  in  the  support  of  the  family.  And  many) 
quite  young  girls  do  cooley  work  in  the  fields. 

Madura  is  the  only  large  city  in  our  Madura,: 
Mission  district,  and  here  only,  with  a  few  ex- 
ceptions,   will   you    find   our   native   Christians 
drawing  large  salaries  as  teachers,  clerks,  sur- 
veyors, or  writers  in  the  engineer  department. 

I  do  not  think  our  native  Christians  are  un- 
willing to  give  in  benevolence,  nor  would  they 
be  unwilling  to  support  their  catechists  if  they 
had  the  means. 

In  our  village  work,  when  men  and  women  are 
just  emerging  from  heathenism,  they  are  brought 
into  the  existing  congregations  nearest  to  their 
own  villages,  and  have  to  be  in  these  for  months, 
or  it  may  be  for  years,  as  in  a  school.  It  is  only 
in  this  way  that  we  can  teach  them  the  truths  of 
Christianity,  and  only  thus  that  we  can  test  their 
stability.  Their  spirit  of  benevolence  also  has 
to  undergo  training. 

A  WORD  ALSO  FROM  JAPAN. 

Rev.  Geo.  E.  Albrecht,  Maebashi. 

Now,  how  do  we  endeavor  to  raise  the  moral  life 
of  the  people  ?  Christianity,  while  not  overlook- 
ing the  individual,  must  make  itself  felt  in  the 
thought  and  life  of  society,  if  we  would  win  a 
nation  for  Christ.  For  a  population  of  about 
seven  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  people  we 


have  seven  pastors  or  evangelists,  or  an  average 
of  one  for  every  hundred  thousand  of  the  popu- 
lation. Of  these  seven,  three  are  serving  self- 
supporting  churches,  three  are  serving  churches 
aided  by  the  Mission,  and  one  is  aided  by  the 
Mission  only.  This  is  certainly  not  a  very  gen- 
erous supply  of  workers  for  a  province  of  such 
a  character  as  Joshu  bears.  Is  there,  then,  need 
or  opportunity  of  enlargement?  The  question 
seems  almost  like  sarcasm,  for  we  are  practically 
the  only  denomination  at  work  in  this  whole 
province.  If  I  had  to-day  four  men,  and  money 
to  support  them  for  a  while,  every  one  could 
be  put  to  work  in  a  parish  of  five  thousand  souls 
or  more.  Only  three  days  ago  I  had  the  offer 
of  an  evangelist  feeling  the  need  of  a  change, 
but  I  had  to  decline  it,  because  I  have  absolutely 
no  funds  for  his  support.  In  two  townships  in 
the  northern  part  of  this  province,  where  we  are 
absolutely  the  only  Christian  workers,  we  have 
just  one  evangelist,  who  walks  every  week  his 
thirty  to  forty  miles  in  his  work  of  preaching  the 
Gospel  and  of  visiting  the  scattering  Christians. 
To  put  at  least  one  more  man  into  that  field  is 
certainly  not  an  extravagant  plan,  but  unless  my 
appropriation  for  evangelistic  work  next  year 
exceeds  that  of  this  year,  it  will  be  impossible. 


11  Give  as  you  -would  if  angels  waited  at  your 

door; 
Give  as  you  would  if  the  morrow  found  you 

where  giving  all  is  o'er ; 
Give  as  you  would  to  the  Master,  if  you  met 

his  searching  look ; 
Give  as  you  would  of  youi  substance,  if  His 

hand  your  offering  took." 
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**  Whatsoever  He  Would  Like  to  Have  Me  Do/* 

These  are  simple  words  in  the  Christian 
Endeavor  pledge,  but  they  mean  much.  In 
the  promise  connected  with  them  we  agree 
to  two  things :  first,  to  keep  before  our 
minds  what  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  wants  us 
to  do,  and,  second,  to  strive  always  to  do 
those  things.  For  with  the  spirit  of  obedi- 
ence there  must  be  the  purpose  to  learn 
what  is  the  will  and  wish  of  Christ. 

Now  there  are  some  matters  about  which 
it  may  not  be  easy  to  discover  what  Christ 
would  have  us  do.  Each  one  must  decide 
for  himself,  after  prayer  and  study  and  seek- 
ing Christian  counsel,  what  is  the  Master's 
will.  But  there  are  other  things  which  he 
has  made  very  plain  —  so  plain  that  there  is 
no  room  left  for  doubt  as  to  what  he  would 
like  to  have  us  do.  Can  any  one  read  the 
gospels  and  fail  to  see  that  Christ  wants  to 
have  his  message  of  love  and  salvation  told 
to  all  men? 

Do  we  really  purpose  to  do  what  Christ 
would  like  to  have  us  do?  There  can  be  no 
question,  then,  that  we  must  be  engaged  in 
the  great  missionary  enterprises  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church.  It  is  not  enough  that  we  ap- 
prove of  them,  or  give  a  pittance  for  them. 
They  must  lie  close  to  our  hearts,  as  they 
do  to  the  heart  of  Christ.  It  is  impossible 
for  us  to  think  that  we  shall  be  doing  what 
Christ  would  like  to  have  us  do  unless  the 
interests  of  his  kingdom  in  all  the  earth  are 
uppermost  in  our  thoughts. 


But  it  is  asked  :  How  can  Christian  En- 
deavorers  carry  out  Christ's  wish  that  the 
gospel  may  be  preached  in  all  the  world  ? 
Some  of  them  can  go  in  person  into  the  for- 
eign field  with  the  blessed  message.  Scores 
and  scores  of  them  have  done  so,  and  are 
now  at  work  in  these  distant  lands.  Yet  of 
the  three  million  enrolled  members  probably 
only  a  small  percentage  can  go  in  person. 
But  every  one  of  the  three  million  can  take 
hearty  interest  in  the  work,  can  study  and 
pray  about  it,  and  every  one  can  give  some- 
thing—  something  which  costs  self-denial  and 
shall  be  a  real  evidence  of  love  for  this  work 
and  of  a  purpose  to  do  the  will  of  our  Master 
in  making  him  known  to  all  men. 

The  next  time  you  repeat  the  Christian 
Endeavor  pledge  and  come  to  the  words,  "  I 
will  strive  to  do  whatsoever  he  would  like  to 
have  me  do,"  think  for  a  moment  whether 
you  are  doing  what  he  wishes  you  to  do  for 
foreign  missions. 

Facts  for  Endeavorers. 

No.  of  Cong'l  C.  E.  Societies,  6,663 

"  "         contrib- 

uting, 1,200 

Contribution    from     1200    Societies, 

$22,153.00 
Average  for  the  1,200,  $18.46 

Amount  which  would  be  raised  if  all 
the  C.  E.  Societies  contributed 
at  the  same  rate,  $122,999.00 

Amount  which  would  be  raised  if  all 
the  C.  E.  Societies  contributed 
at  half  this  rate,  $61,499.00 

The  possibilities  thus  resting  in  the  En- 
deavor Societies  are  significant. 
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Will  not  the  pastors,  leaders  in  Christian 
Endeavor,  and  Sunday-School  Superintend- 
ents read  and  help  circulate  ?  The  -wide 
scattering  of  such  papers  as  these  is  sure 
to  awaken  interest. 

Please  send  to  Charles  E.  Swett,  14  Bea- 
con Street,  Congregational  House,  Boston, 
Mass.,  for  the  special  leaflets,  entitled :  — 

"A  Message  to  the  Lord's  People." 

"Notes  from  the  Field  Workers." 

"Variety  and  Breadth  of  the  Work." 

"Testimonies  to  Missions." 

"The  Forward  Movement." 

"  Ceylon  a  Key  to  India."    (Price,  10  cents.) 

"Some  Phases  of  Mission  Policy." 

Will  you  not  help  in  the  circulation  of 
these  and  other  documents  among  the  peo- 
ple of  our  churches  ? 
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